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DATE:  9 October 2009 
 
ATT MEDIA RELEASE “THE NOBEL PRIZE GIVES HOPE TO ALL” 
 
ATT, Melbourne, today.  The African Think Tank today celebrated the award of the Nobel 
Peace Prize to President Barrack Obama. 
 
In a letter congratulating the President, the Chairperson of the ATT, Dr. Berhan Ahmed, 
said in part: 
 
“Seldom if ever, has the prize been better bestowed.  This award is not merely a vote of 
thanks and recognition from the international community for your achievements and 
programs since being elected to the Presidency, excellent and outstanding that these are.  
It should also be seen as a recognition of your whole career as a senator, and your 
perseverance and dedication in following that career to the highest office in the world.   
 
“That struggle cannot have been easy, but you undertook it, not for yourself alone, but for 
the benefit of all.  Your election was the greatest beacon of hope, peace, and unity that the 
world has seen in fifty years.  It showed the world that the American dream was not dead.  
It gave hope to people from minorities and culturally diverse communities all over the 
world.   It was the greatest and most undeniable proof to the whole world that everyone 
can aspire to greatness, no matter how humble their origins. Your election and subsequent 
work have revitalised peaceful diplomacy worldwide. 
 
“For this, and for the commitment to fairness and social justice that you have shown 
throughout your career and since attaining the presidency, the whole world congratulates 
you.” 
 


